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For those of us who were -not at the 1992 General Conference in 
Louisville, KY, this issue of the Affirmation Newsletter presents 
several reports of what happened (and what didn't happen) during the 
debates on the subject of homosexuality. Although the big news was 
not favorable to us, there are many rays of hope for the future. All 
members of Affirmation should be encouraged, and we certainly owe a 
vote of gratitude to all of those who have worked so hard to bring us 
to this point. Our prayers of thanksgiving should be for them; our 
prayers of petition should be for them and for those who will follow. 
Much has been accomplished; there is much yet to be done. The Editon 
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PRESENCE AND WITNESS 


Lesbians, gay men, bisexual persons 
and their friends could _ leave 
Louisville feeling good about our 
presence and witness at the 1992 
General Conference. Our presence 
included worship, dinner, our 
newsletter, a hospitality suite, 
films and a forum. The moving AIDS 
memorial service took us from grief 
into hope. The Rev. Duane Zimmer- 
man preached about a God who will 
not let us go, even when we'd 
rather scream than pray. The 
celebratory dinner attracted a full 
house, raised funds for our General 
Conference presence and showcased 
five powerful choral pieces written 
by Randy Miller. Guests lingered 
afterwards, unwilling to leave the 
welcoming environment. Our daily 
newsletter, The Open Hand, raised 
issues, blending forthright discus- 
sion, fine analysis and wry humor. 
We were told that it was persuasive 
and that it was the most literate 
publication produced at General 
Conference. We know it was widely 
read--even the Good News movement 
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We have all heard already that the 
General Conference retained both 
the negative Social Principles 
language about homosexuality and 
the prohibition on ordination and 
appointment of "self-avowed practic- 
ing homosexuals.'' We may have also 
heard that the final vote onretain- 
ing the Social Principles statement 
split 75-25% against the deletion 
we'd like to see. Taken together, 
those decisions can make things 
feel pretty bleak, as though, even 
after four years of study, there 
was no change. I'd like to chal- 
lenge that perception a bit by 
giving a fuller picture of what 
happened at General Conference. 


First of all, it's important to 
separate final position from direc- 
tion and movement. Fromi972 through 
1984, General Conference passed 
negative legislation about homo- 
sexuality. In 1988 this direction 
turned. That General Conference 
rejected proposed legislation that 
would have barred lesbians and gay 
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Presence and Witness : 
quoted it in their publication. We 
staffed a comfortable hospitality 
room where the Reconciling Congre- 
gation Program showed moving films 
and hosted well-attended forums at 
lunch-time each day. | 


Affirmation led a coalition of 
caucuses inthe design and execution 
of an event that turned an act of 
inhospitality on the part of Gen- 
eral Conference into a _ powerful 
witness to the personhood = and 
dignity. of our people. When the 


General Conference denied Affirma- . 


tion's spokesperson a chance to 
speak to the plenary session, 
approximately twenty people carried 
a banner proclaiming that "The 
Stones Will Cry Out" across the bar 
to stand between the delegates and 
the presiding bishop. Many sup- 
‘porters made the bleachers rumble 
and cry at the injustice. One 
person called it the "most disci- 
plined demonstration" he,had ever 
participated in. After making a 
determined witness in that spot, 
participants carried the ‘banner to 
a highly visible position for the 
duration of the debate on _ the 
report of the committee .to study 
homosexuality. Although Morris 
Floyd was not allowed to speak to 
the Conference, he was interviewed 
extensively. It was clear. to 
participants and observers that the 
mood of the Conference was more 
thoughtful and charitable after our 
witness. Our supporters told us 
the demonstration was thought- 
provoking, dignified and gracious. 
Participants felt empowered by our 
choices. 


Jeanne Knepper 
Witness Committee 
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men from church membership or lay 
leadership and Ilegislation’ that 


| would have made the ordination pro- 
| hibition even stricter. It adopted 


an additiontothe Social Principles 


— 


...we affirm that God's grace is 


available to all...We commit our- 


selves to b 


with all persons, 


e in ministry for and 
'" which has been 


widely quoted to support a variety 
of reconciling ministries. That 
General Conference also authorized 


‘the work of 


Homosexualit 
denomination 
examine the 
handed way. 


the Committee to Study 
y, the first time the 
had been willing to 
issues in a more even-- 
‘As much ‘as it is 


demeaning to be viewed as objects 
of study instead of fellow Chris- 
tians, the move to study was a move 
in the direction of inclusion. 


This General Conference continued 
that positive direction. Once again, . 


1t rejected 
prohibition 


petitions to make the 
of ordination more re- 


Strictive as well as petitions to 
make conducting "holy unions" a 


chargeable 


offense, It overcame 


Strong pre-Conference opposition to 


receive the 
mittee. It 


report of the Study Com- 
will make that largely 


positive report available to local 
churches for study. It set up a 
process to create additional mate- 
rials to supplement the study and 
rejected an amendment that any 


"practicing 


homosexual" on the com- 


mittee to design those materials be 


balanced by 


someone who had left 


off practicing (?). It amended the 
Social Principles to include a 
civil rights endorsement recommended 
by the Study Committee. Finally, 
1t amended paragraph 996.12 to per- 
mit spending denominational money 
on HIV ministries, 


A close 


look at the floor 


discussion and votes taken on the 


question of 


modifying the incompat- 


ibility language of the Social 


Principles 


provides other grounds 


ror hopefulness. The Study Commit- 
tee proposed two possible changes 


to that pas 


sage. Both would have 


acknowledged widespread differences 
of opinion about homosexuality. The 
majority report concluded that there 
was not sufficient ground to retain 


the incompat 


ibility statement, while 


the minority report concluded that 


there was 
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insufficient reason to 
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remove that statement.- Tne legis- 
lative committee rejected both of 
these proposals in favor of re- 
taining current Disciplinary lan- 
guage. Members of the legislative 
committee who disagreed with that 
action filed a minority report that 
would have deleted the condemning 
language. In this situation, the 
plenary discussion centered on that 
minority report. The vote to sub- 


stitute it for the majority -action 


of the committee was 594 to retain 
the Disciplinary language versus 
372 to delete it, a split of 61- 
39% 
ne the subsequent 75-25% vote, 
which was essentially a vote. of 
"okay, let's get this over with." 
In terms of the journey yet ahead, 
it's important to remember that 39% 
is more than 3/8, while 61% is less 
than 5/8. This means that a shift 
of one delegate in eight will create 
a majority for change. Four years 
ago, the vote was 80-20%. 


I perceive one more sign of hope in 
this General Conference. A number 
of caucuses and agencies deliberately 
sought to build coalitions or con- 
nections with Affirmation. Members 
of the Methodist Federation for 
Social Action joined with Affirma- 
tion in an act of ecclesial dis- 
obedience, carrying a banner _ pro- 
testing that “The Stones Will Cry 
Out" onto the floor of the confer- 
ence when the delegates denied 
Affirmation's representative to ad- 
dress the plenary session. Members 
of United Methodist Clergy Couples, 


the Women's Caucus and Black Metho- 


dists for Church Renewal helped 
plan that demonstration. Several 
hundred .people, including seminar- 


ians, international students, dele- 
gates and bishops, stood in their 
places or rumbled their feet in the 
bleachers to support the demonstra- 
tion. ‘It grows increasingly true 
that Affirmation doss not’ stand 
alone. 


Social or religious activism requires 
an ability to take the long view. 
This General Conference did not make 
the changes: we wanted, but it did 
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ticipating 


This was the decisive vote, | 
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continue to move ina hopeful direc- 
tion. We are engaged in momentous 


.restructuring of the way the church 


thinks about sexuality, inclusion, 
grace and sin. These changes will 
not happen quickly, but they will 
happen. And all of us who take 
some part inthis struggle--by being 
truthful, by being present, by par- 
in. a local church or 


lobbying at General. Conference- 


all of us are hastening the arrival 


of a new day. 


Jeanne Knepper 
Witness Committee 
i ek 1S ee 
TO FRIBNDS 
AT ST.~- MARK’S 
The 


following 48 neprinted from 
Mankings the newsletter 0% Sd. 


Mank'S UNC in Sacramento, CA. 


Several of you asked me to write 
some reflections about Ellie's and 


my trip to General Conference in 
Loulsville, KY. 


How does one view the Conference's 
actions on homosexuality? Is the 
glass half empty or isithalf full? 
I was a member of our denominational 
Committee to Study Homosexuality. 
I was one of the presenters of this 
report at General Conference. te 
was great for me to remember that 
in 1972 General Conference, Rev. 
Bob Moon was speaking for the in- 
clusion of gay/lesbian persons. 


The headlines read "Methodists Re- 
affirm Policy on Gays." On May 11 
the significant vote was on a motion 


to change the Discipline. This 
motion was defeated "Yes" 372 and 
"No" 594, The condemning language 


was retained. When this voting was 
finished, the delegates were led in 
singing "Standing on the Promises," 
joyously and celebratively. I 
thought standing on the bodies of 
gay men and lesbians. When that 
hymn finished, the Affirmation folks 
stood and sang "We Shall Overcome 
Someday." Slowly throughout the 
hall others stood and joined in. 
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Monday nignt in the Affirmation 
hospitality room many folks gathered 
to hold on to one another, cry and 
express anger. Parents of a gay son 
from Chicago were there. The mother 
wiping away tears said, "I thought 
we might change it this time. A 
lesbian, who has a church job and 
is closeted, in tears said to me 
"Don | it quit, you have to keep work- 
ing. A young man from the local 
| area explained that the local Affir- 


mation group of five could not find 


a Louisville UMC in which to meet. 

The next day a clergy woman from 
Missouri told us, "I wanted to call 
my gay brother last night and tell 
him the church had changed. I 
couldn't. Then sobbing, | a don't 
know what to tell him now. 


I have heard some church people say 
it doesn't make any difference, we 
welcome all persons. It clearly 
does make a difference in the lives 
of thousands of United Methodists 
who are homosexual, their parents, 
family, loved ones, and friends. 
With these vivid memories, the 
glass is half empty. 


But is the glass half full? 


A question I have been asked since 


our return is, "Are you going to 
stay in’the church?" It is always 
interesting, first, that I am asked 
that question. I am ae multi- 
generation Methodist. Why should I 
leave? 

Secondly, I hear in that question 


some understanding of the personal 
pain a homosexual person goes _ through 
in staying in the church. The real 
question is: ‘When the church is so 
oppressive and inflicts such pain 
on homosexual persons, why do you 
stay?" Do you go to church to re- 
ceive pain? to be named as less 
than fully human? to be denied full 
participation? No, I go to church 
to be enriched in faith and to be a 
participant in the community of 
believers. I go to church as awit- 
ness within the community of faith 
that the church's position is wrong. 
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Thirdly, I hear that question from 
allies, heterosexual folks who be- 
lieve the church is wrong and must 
change its position. Homosexual 
persons cannot change the church's 
position. We are not a majority, 
not elected delegates; therefore, 


we are denied opportunity to speak. 


So we stay and join with others who 
sharé the vision of a fully inclu- 
Sive and welcoming church for all 


people, including gay/lesbian/bi- 
sexual persons. 


For me the glass is half full. The 
conference passed the Study Commit- 
tee's work for study with materials 
to be prepared by the United Method- 
1st Publishing House for use across 


the church. And the conference 
passsed a new paragraph in the 
Discipline on the Rights of Homo- 


sexual Persons. 


The glass is half full until the 
next General Conference? 


Jeanne Barnett 
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WE SPEAK 
FOR OURSELVES 


by Morris Floyd 
(This Statement was prepared fO4A 


presentation to the pkenany session 
Of Genenak Conference on Monday, 


May 12 4n advance of 448 votes on 
486uCS Of concern to Ledsbian, gay 
men and bisexuak persons. Aé 
neported in other antickes in this 
newslertten, MONKALS Was not 
permitted ‘to Speak. This: article 
4s reprinted from The Open: Hand 
4$Sue of May 12, 1992. This is the 

daiky newsletter pubkished by 


Affirmation during Genenak Confer- 
ence.) 


Sisters and brothers: 


My name is Morris Floyd. I am a 
ministerial member of the California- 
Pacific Annual Conference serving a 
special appointment in Minneapolis, 
Minnesota. Iama gay man, a spokes- 
person for Affirmation: United Meth- 
odists for Lesbian, Gay and Bisexual 
Concerns. I am 45 years old. My 
partner Alex Hernandez and I live 
together in a home that we own. We 
are blessed to have each other, our 
health, a Supportive network of 
family and friends, income to meet 
Our needs and then some, and wel- 
coming work, school and faith com- 
munities. 


I use a fewof these precious moments 
to introduce myself because it is 
SO easy to forget that people are 
the subjects of these debates; not 
the stereotypical images we have 
all been brought up with. But I 
wish I could introduce you to the 
rainbow of lesbian, gay and bisexual 
people, their families and friends, 
whom Affirmation seeks to represent. 
I wish that rainbow could be for 
you the emblem of hope it has be- 
come forme. Weare literally every- 
where, and one of the great shames 
of homophobia in church and society 
is that you mostly don't know who 
we are. Many of us are in this 
room today. I would ask them to 
stand if not for the risk so many 
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of them would be taking by doing 
even that. 


We have no expectation that anything 
I say will influence the outcome of 
today's votes. There is an under- 
belly of ugliness here reflecting 
the presence of something demonic, 
and no evidence that this church is 
yet prepared to exorcise it. 


to speak to you 
our sorrow and 


Instead, I want. 
today of our rage, 
our thanksgiving. 


We rage when, by describing our 
loving relationships as “incompat- 
ible with Christian teaching," you 
ask us to tear apart our. sexual 
selves from the rest of our living 
when we come to the altar. This 
demand is thoroughly  (unbiblical, 
fundamentally unChristian and pro- 
foundly hurtful. We rage at the 
disrespect you show when you refuse 
to refer to us by the names we call 
ourselves. We rage when you con- 
gratulate yourselves on your in- 
clusiveness and  justice-seeking, 
all the while either plotting ways 
to exclude us even more effectively 
or trying to figure how to appease 
the most bigoted among you so that 
a tiny step of what some would call 
"progress' can be achieved. We 
rage at the emotional violence you 
perpetrate against us, our families 
and friends, and the real physical 
violence that flows quite naturally 
from the bigoted attitudes you 
reinforce. 


We sorrow deeply for a church that 


would be great but for its con- 
tinuing denial of the order that 


God has created and of the justice 
toward which She is calling us, for 
an institution so blinded by its 
fear that it cannot see the work 
God is doing in its very midst. We 
weep for the lost witness’ and 
ministry of congregations that will 
die rather than reach out to those 
they do not understand; for the 
curtailed ability of the wider 
church to live its mission because 
it has deliberately excluded those 
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We Speak For Oursekves 
fiom page five 
with gifts to offer. 


continuing loss of support this 
church will experience as more and 
more believe it has_ spoken its 


final word, and respond appropriately 
by leaving. We hurt with disillu- 
sioned delegates who come to this 


‘place expecting to participate in 
of a great: 
themselves. 


the courageous decisions 
church and instead find 
mired in the struggle to maintain a 
power structure based on status and 
privilege. We regret the energy 
and money spent on a study to which 
the General Conference response 
seems to be "don't confuse us with 
the facts." 


In the midst’ of sorrow and rage, 
there is also great thanksgiving. 
For sixty Reconciling Congregations, 
annual conferences and other organ- 
izations that have proclaimed their 
openness to the full participation 
by lesbian, gay and bisexual persons 
in their ministries. Perhaps even 
more importantly, they have cove- 
nanted to deal withthe heterosexism 
and homophobia that is deeply im- 
bedded in church and society. We 
celebrate the dozens who made a 
powerfully positive witness at the 
study ‘committee's listening posts. 
We are deeply grateful for the many 
here who are enacting their 
solidarity with us. 


Don't hide behind pharasaical argu- 
ments about biblical interpretation 
today. The study committee has 
well documented the lack of consen- 
sus on those issues. Confront in- 
stead the fears we all bring; ad- 
dress the deeply ingrained attitudes 
that maintain heterosexual, white 
and male privilege in the face of a 
Gospel mandate to turn upside down 
the very notion of privilege based 
on status. 


Join with me in prayer that the 
Spirit of a creative, reconciling, 
nurturing God will invade our hearts 
and minds in these next moments and 
that our discussions and decisions 
will reflect the leading of that 


We lament the 


i 
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holy one. 


Spinit, Sptnit of gentleness, blow 
through the wilderness, calling 

and 4xee, 

~Spinit, Sprnit of nestlessness, Stir 
me sr0m placidness, wind, wind 

on the sea. W 
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NASHVILLE AFFIRMATION holds monthly 
meetings on Wednesday evenings... In 
the past few months they have had 
meetings on the state of the lesbian 
and gay community in TN, a joint 
meeting: with Integrity and _ the 
meeting to be held on June 26 will 
be a report and discussion about 
General Conference. Meetings are 
neld at Edgehill UMC, 1502 Edgehill 
Ave., Nashville, TN. 


DALLAS AFFIRMATION held their 
Memorial Day Picnic at the Casa View 
UMC May 25. It seems this group is 
always getting together for Bible 
Studies, dinners and a_=e monthly 
meeting. The group is currently 
preparing for participation in the 
Razzle Dazzle Dallas fund-raiser 
where they will be presenting a 
festive party booth and running in 
a Ruby Slipper Drag Relay Race as 
the Mary Methodists. For addition- 
al information write 
Dallas TX 


or call 


AUSTIN AFFIRMATION meets the first 
Sunday of each month at different 
host churches. The group attends 
worship and then goes out to lunch 
together. The Austin group will be 
participating in a special post 
General Conference worship service 
at the end of June. For additional 
information write 

, Austin, TX 


AFFIRMATION SACRAMENTO meets every 
first Monday of the month at 7 p.m. 
at St. Mark's UMC. There will be a 
special Nourishing the Tree of Life 
service on Saturday, June 20, at 
/ pem., at St. Mark's UMC. 
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News From Locak Groups 
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AFFIRMATION LOS ANGELES held their 


annual picnic and fund-raiser 
during Annual Conference on June 13. 
Tne event was well attended and 
special honors went to their selec- 
tion of honorary homosexual of the 
year. There will be a eBar-B- 


Que extravaganza on July 12, and 
their regular meeting will be held 
Sunday, August 9th at 6:30 p.m. at: 


the Westwood UMC, 

Blvd., Los Angeles. 
gin with a pot-luck supper followed 
by worship anda 
information call 


10497 Wilshire 


CENTRAL VIRGINIA AFFIRMATION holds 
monthly worship services and pro- 
grams. They held a Memorial Day 
picnic and are planning to gather 
together for a July 4th picnic. 
Meetings are held on the 2nd and 
4th Mondays, 7:30 p.m..at Pace 
Memorial UMC, 700 West Franklin St., 
Richmond, VA. 


For more information 
1) =o 


AFFIRMATION FRESNO recently had Bob 
Cary as speaker at their April 
monthly meeting. This group always 
seems to have something going_on. 
For moxe information _ write: — 


; Fresno, CA 


For inclusion of news about your 
‘group, please send information or 


copies of your newsletter to Fritz 
Schultz, San 
Francisco, nclude con- 


tact person or address. 
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SAVE THESE DATES! 
FALL 
GATHERING 


WASHINGTON, D.C. 


FRI. OCT. 9, 7:00 P.M. 
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 


OCTOBER 10 & Il 
In conjuction with 
NAMES PROJECT 

Display of the AIDS 
Quilt 
Watch your mail for 


further information 
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